
Kofi Bazzell-Smith 
Artist| Educator| US-Japan Scholar 

Education 
University of Illinois – Master of Fine Arts, New 
Media (2021-2024) 
Eastern Illinois University – BA in Studio Art, 
Minor in Asian Studies (2021) 

Press 
NHK Direct Talk, International TV Broadcast & 
Streaming in 160+ Countries 2025 

Illinois Global Institute Newsletter Spotlight 2024 

Illinois Public Media Interview 2024 

University of Illinois News Bureau 2024 

Black Experience Japan Interview 2023 

Fuji Television Japanese National TV interview 
2023 

Auburn University Residency Interview 2023 

HYFIN Interview Anime, Art, Beats & Sake: The 
Intersection of Black and Japanese Culture 2023 

WCIA Channel 3 Artist Interview 2022 

Fuji Television Japanese National TV interview 
2022 

International Exchange & Leadership 
Founded & Leads Study Abroad Program – RIT → 
Japan: Students develop manga under industry 
mentorship while studying Japanese language 
and culture. 

Established Exchange Agreement Between RIT 
& Kansai Gaidai University  

Collaborated with Legendary Mangaka Tetsuya 
Chiba – on international manga exhibition  

Created U.S. Artist Residency for Mangaka 
Kazuo Maekawa  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rochester Institute of Technology                
www.kofimanga.com 

Publications 
"Karasu" in Interseminars: Speculation and 
Imagining Otherwise, Mellon Foundation, 2023 

4 Pages | 16 Bars: A Visual Mixtape (Black Comics 
Anthology), 2021 

University Courses Taught 
Manga Production (Studio) - Rochester Institute 
of Technology (2024-) 

Manga Production (Studio) – University of Illinois 
(2022-2024) 

Illustration: Composition & Storytelling – 
University of Illinois, 2023 

Art for Non-Majors (Studio) – University of 
Illinois, 2022 

 

Selected Visiting Lectures 
Manga as a Global Form- Princeton University 
(forthcoming March 2025) 

Graduation Commencement Speech – Kansai 
Gaidai University, 2024 

Speech at the International House of Japan – 
U.S.-Japan Bridging Foundation, Tokyo, 2024 

Frederick Luis Aldama Award Talk – Comics 
Studies Society, 2024 

Developing a Global Practice – Musashi 
University (Japan), 2023 

Networking Between the US and Japan – 
Aoyama Gakuin University (Japan), 2023 

Visual Communication – UCLA, 2023 

Historical Context & Idiosyncrasies of 
Japanese Manga – Auburn University, 2023 

Intersections Between Art Practice and 
Engagement – Auburn University, 2023 

Art Composition (In Japanese) – Middlebury 
College, 2022 

 

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/shows/2105194/
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/shows/2105194/
https://igi.illinois.edu/news/2024-10-18t144310/alumni-spotlight-kofi-m-bazzell-smith
https://will.illinois.edu/21stshow/story/kofi-bazzell-smiths-path-towards-becoming-the-first-manga-art-professor
https://news.illinois.edu/view/6367/61108008
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ly-fJwpGNUc
https://youtu.be/AiFC3Gtmivc?si=jPud-7CPwJ5l-Nyf
https://youtu.be/AiFC3Gtmivc?si=jPud-7CPwJ5l-Nyf
https://www.cla.auburn.edu/news/articles/manga-artist-kofi-bazzell-smith-visits-auburn/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/1147882781/h-y-f-i-nated-conversations
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/1147882781/h-y-f-i-nated-conversations
https://www.wcia.com/news/local-news/bringing-manga-to-central-illinois/
https://youtu.be/PUyABF1C_Ms?si=4n8FgSsUThxRXE17
https://youtu.be/PUyABF1C_Ms?si=4n8FgSsUThxRXE17
http://www.kofimanga.com/
https://a2ru.org/book-excerpt-imagining-otherwise-speculation-in-the-americas/
https://a2ru.org/book-excerpt-imagining-otherwise-speculation-in-the-americas/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/4-pages-16-bars/4-pages-16-bars-a-visual-mixtape
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/4-pages-16-bars/4-pages-16-bars-a-visual-mixtape
https://www.kansaigaidai.ac.jp/news/detail/?id=2234&p=360
https://www.kansaigaidai.ac.jp/news/detail/?id=2234&p=360
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/college-of-art-and-design-at-rit_kofi-bazzell-smith-future-faculty-fellow-activity-7266852932942184449-hx2H?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/college-of-art-and-design-at-rit_kofi-bazzell-smith-future-faculty-fellow-activity-7266852932942184449-hx2H?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://comicsstudies.org/uncategorized/frederick-luis-aldama-award-talk-with-kofi-bazzell-smith/
https://comicsstudies.org/uncategorized/frederick-luis-aldama-award-talk-with-kofi-bazzell-smith/
https://www.instagram.com/kofi.manga/reel/ClC-uJKAg9p/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNuvj5Uck1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNuvj5Uck1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNuvj5Uck1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNuvj5Uck1o
https://www.middlebury.edu/events/event/my-journey-become-american-mangaka
https://www.middlebury.edu/events/event/my-journey-become-american-mangaka


Selected Workshops 
Manga Workshop – Temple University Kyoto and 
Tokyo Campuses 2025 

Manga Workshop – University of Illinois Center 
for Global Studies, 2024 

Manga Drawing & Storytelling Workshop – 
UCLA, 2023 

Manga Drawing & Storytelling Workshop – High 
Museum of Art Atlanta, 2023 

Manga & Boxing Workshops (in Japanese) – 
Middlebury College, 2023 

Comic Paneling & Composition Workshops – 
Auburn University, 2023 

Public Manga Workshop – University of Texas at 
Austin, 2023 

Manga Drawing & Storytelling Workshop – 
Museum of Design Atlanta, 2022 

Selected Panel Discussions 
Trends in the Global Manga Industry – 
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, 2024 

Melanated and Animated- 

Japanese Arts Foundation 2023 

Discussion on Manga Industry w/ Kazuo 
Maekawa – C2E2, 2023 

Global Forms & Ancestral Identities – 

 BIPOC POP Symposium, UT Austin, 2022 

Anime & Manga: Black & Japanese Culture  
U.S.-Japan Bridging Foundation, 2020 

Residencies 
McGuire Artist in Residence – The Blake School, 
Minneapolis, 2024 

Visiting Faculty Residency – Middlebury College 
Intensive Japanese Program, 2023 

Artist in Residence – Auburn University, 2023 

Artist in Residence – Middlebury College, 2022 

 

 

 

Exhibitions 
Solo Exhibition – Cary Graphic Arts Collection, 
RIT Library. 2025 

Solo Exhibition – Illinois Center for Advanced 
Studies of the Universe 2024  

Group Show – The Blake School, Minneapolis, 
2024 

Curator & Participant – Drawing Bridges: An 
International Manga Showcase (Mellon 
Foundation-funded), 2023 

Solo Animation Exhibition – Design Festa 
Gallery, Tokyo, 2023 

Solo Exhibition – Uncanny Juxtapositions, 
McKinley Foundation, Illinois, 2023 

Solo Exhibition – Azuki the Rock Paper Scissors 
Champion, University of Illinois, 2022 

Awards & Grants 
Coyne Family Foundation Illustration Award, 
AIGA, 2023 ($3,000) 

Frederick Luis Aldama Leadership Award, 
Comics Studies Society, 2023 ($500) 

Fulbright Semi-Finalist/alternate, 2024, 2023, 
2022 

Kate Neal Kinley Memorial Fellowship, 
University of Illinois, 2023 ($10,000) 

Future Faculty Career Exploration Fellowship, 
Rochester Institute of Technology, 2023 

Mellon Foundation Interseminars Initiative 
Fellowship, 2022-23 ($35,000) 

George A. Miller Visiting Artist Grant, University 
of Illinois, 2023 ($15,000) 

Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship 

US Department of Education 2021 ($15,000) 

Benjamin A. Gilman Scholarship, 2020 ($5,000) 

U.S.-Japan Bridging Foundation Scholarship, 
2019 ($2,500) 

Freeman Asia Scholarship, 2019 ($2500) 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kofi-bazzell-smith-219120a6_manga-workshop-today-at-temple-universitys-activity-7300159643379449856-FXyX?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABZxTzUB31cqktvd08n0xjJfq7vaxm5PkB4
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kofi-bazzell-smith-219120a6_manga-workshop-today-at-temple-universitys-activity-7300159643379449856-FXyX?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABZxTzUB31cqktvd08n0xjJfq7vaxm5PkB4
https://calendars.illinois.edu/detail/45/33486565
https://calendars.illinois.edu/detail/45/33486565
https://adventuresinga.com/f/summer-of-samurai-at-the-high-museum-june-23-%E2%80%93-september-17-2023
https://adventuresinga.com/f/summer-of-samurai-at-the-high-museum-june-23-%E2%80%93-september-17-2023
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=703117751860642&id=100064872694997&set=a.663003045872113
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=703117751860642&id=100064872694997&set=a.663003045872113
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kofi-bazzell-smith-219120a6_themangaprofessor-mangaka-manga-activity-7257571115026309120-U2m3?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kofi-bazzell-smith-219120a6_themangaprofessor-mangaka-manga-activity-7257571115026309120-U2m3?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.japaneseartsfoundation.org/upcoming-events/melanated-and-animated
https://www.japaneseartsfoundation.org/upcoming-events/melanated-and-animated
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVVjCTpikHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVVjCTpikHg
https://www.blakeschool.org/about/news/news-detail-page/%7Eboard/all-news/post/mcguire-visiting-artist-kofi-bazzel-smith-begins-residency-january-22
https://www.blakeschool.org/about/news/news-detail-page/%7Eboard/all-news/post/mcguire-visiting-artist-kofi-bazzel-smith-begins-residency-january-22
https://cla.auburn.edu/news/articles/manga-artist-kofi-bazzell-smith-visits-auburn/
https://www.middlebury.edu/events/event/my-journey-become-american-mangaka
https://www.rit.edu/carycollection/radius
https://www.rit.edu/carycollection/radius
https://mckinleycu.org/artists-alley/previous-exhibits/
https://mckinleycu.org/artists-alley/previous-exhibits/
https://www.smilepolitely.com/splog/azuki_manga_as_a_bridge_between_cultures_opens_at_university_ymca_this_week/
https://www.smilepolitely.com/splog/azuki_manga_as_a_bridge_between_cultures_opens_at_university_ymca_this_week/
https://x.com/cssorg/status/1788983967829684370
https://x.com/cssorg/status/1788983967829684370
https://www.rit.edu/diversity/sites/rit.edu.diversity/files/documents/2023FFCEPBooklet.web.pdf
https://www.rit.edu/diversity/sites/rit.edu.diversity/files/documents/2023FFCEPBooklet.web.pdf
https://grad.illinois.edu/news/spotlight-kofi-m-bazzell-smith-humanities-research-institute-interseminars-fellow
https://grad.illinois.edu/news/spotlight-kofi-m-bazzell-smith-humanities-research-institute-interseminars-fellow
https://ceaps.illinois.edu/research-overview/foreign-languages-and-area-studies-fellowship/2006-2023-ceaps-flas-fellows
https://ceaps.illinois.edu/research-overview/foreign-languages-and-area-studies-fellowship/2006-2023-ceaps-flas-fellows
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